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son-in-law's confirmation, provided he gets the nomination,
and Reverdy, to say nothing of other malign influences,
fancies that his position as Senator and one of the judges
of the President in case of impeachment will secure the
selection. I have no doubt this old political prostitute has
been governed by these mercenary personal considera-
tions. He has a good deal of legal ability, but is not over-
burdened with political principles. This conduct occasions
less surprise on that account. Sad is the condition of the
country when such men influence its destiny.

March 3, Sunday. Spent two or three hours at the Pre-
sident's this morning. McCulloch and Browning called for
me. Seward and Randall were there. The President was
calm, but I thought more dejected than I had almost ever
seen him. Not that he expressed himself despondingly, but
his air and manner were of that appearance. Perhaps it
was because he had had but little sleep, for he spoke of
transactions past midnight.

While the President was absent for a short time in the
library, Browning remarked that he felt disturbed by
the state of things. "How," said he, "is Grant? Does any
one know his opinions, and what stand he takes?"

Seward] said he would know to-morrow at 2 P.M., or
perhaps at 2 P.M. on Tuesday. Browning pricked up his
ears and opened his eyes. "How," inquired he, "shall I
know?" "Why," replied Seward, "Benjamin F. Butler
will be sworn in by that time, and his animosity towards
Grant is so much greater than it is towards the President
that he will make his opinions known and understood upon
the floor of the House. When that is done, you will all
understand where Grant stands."

This was delivered very oracularly, and I have no doubt
Seward has turned this matter over in his mind and come
to the conclusion that the President will have a fast friend
in Grant in consequence of the disagreement between him
and Butler. Whether Stanton has helped to impress this